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Poverty 
and 
isolation 
contribute 
to poor 
health.

Cable, D. A. (n.d.) The racial dot map: One dot per person for the entire U.S. 
http://demographics.virginia.edu/DotMap/
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Presentation Notes
Small towns that dot the landscape of the Midwest are often hundreds of miles apart, have limited internet connectivity, and populations with lower socioeconomic status and poorer health than in urban areas. 

Poor health is often both a cause and a product of poverty – that is, poverty can cause poor health, and poverty also limits access to the resources that can improve health, such as doctors, hospitals, and also access to quality information about health. 

http://demographics.virginia.edu/DotMap/


Partnerships 
can help 
overcome 
health 
information 
barriers. 

Pixabay. System Web News. https://pixabay.com/illustrations/system‐web‐news‐
personal‐figures‐1527686/
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Through a partnership between the University of Missouri’s (MU’s) iSchool, MU’s J. Otto Lottes Health Sciences Library, and the National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NNLM), MidContinental Region, we are creating a network of practice across the Midwest that will develop a cohort of LIS students who will serve as Catalysts for Community Health, increasing accessibility and health literacy for clinical practitioners, community-based organizations, and individuals in underserved and rural areas across the Midwestern United States. 

The librarians who work with the NNLM are typically housed in academic health sciences libraries, and they are contracted to provide services for their whole region, rural and urban areas alike. 

They are, therefore, naturally motivated to work with rural public and school libraries in their regions, as well as associations serving rural communities, and many have a long history of doing so. 

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/system-web-news-personal-figures-1527686/
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/system-web-news-personal-figures-1527686/


Two LIS faculty & 
two academic 
librarians worked 
to create a local 
solution. 



Strategies to overcome health disparities

• Educating students to meet the demand for health information in 
rural areas, by providing an MLIS curriculum supplemented by classes 
in public health and health informatics. 

• Creating a regional network of contacts who come together to discuss 
information needs specific to their own communities. 
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To engage academic librarians in providing health information for rural residents, we engage in two interwoven strategies that leverage the goals of the United States National Institute of Health (NIH) and the National Library of Medicine (NLM): to ensure equal access to biomedical and evidence-based research and resources across the whole country, with an intent to counteract socioeconomic disparities in health information and health behaviours.




Educating students

• Academic librarians helped select the curriculum
• Principles of Public Health
• Introduction to Health Informatics
• Consumer Health Informatics
• Health Care in the United States

• Academic librarians provided feedback on program outcomes and 
goals

• Academic librarian provides specialized LIS course instruction
• Consumer Health Information
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Ward brought knowledge of the Medical Library Association’s initiatives and practices of the previous NNLM Missouri Coordinator. She used this to help us decide what additional curriculum would be valuable to our students.

The final selection of non-LIS classes was chosen because the classes provided a broad focus on public health concerns, helped students become familiar with health informatics and ways of evaluating population-level health concerns, and familiarized students with the language of public health. 

NNLM Missouri Coordinator Pryor was hired after these discussions took place, but offered feedback on these outcomes based on her health science librarianship experience in other academic library settings and the resources available through NNLM. After reviewing the coursework, she realized that she could contribute to the LIS curriculum by creating and offering a course in Consumer Health Information. 





Creating a 
regional 
network

NLM in Focus (2014).  Regional Medical Libraries Making a Difference: Focus on Midcontinental Region. 
https://infocus.nlm.nih.gov/2014/05/21/regional_medical_libraries_mak_3/
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Pryor liaised with the five other NNLM coordinators in the Mid-Continental Region to enlist support and create a work group for the project. Pryor also worked to schedule meetings for selection of candidates for the grant program and for group meetings during the program concerning how NNLM coordinators could engage in mentoring and support of the students during their clinical experiences. 

Additionally, through her work in co-creating the Missouri Area Health Education Centers’ Digital Library (MDL) in 2005, Ward has extensive networks with health sciences librarians in the Midwestern region. Ward drew on her networks to enlist additional support and develop a general overview of the most pressing health information issues in rural areas. 


https://infocus.nlm.nih.gov/2014/05/21/regional_medical_libraries_mak_3/


Next Steps

• Increased coverage of health sciences librarianship content in classes. 
• Creation of a cohort of student “Catalysts for Community Health.”
• Involvement of academic librarians throughout the process
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Ward and Pryor will solicit guest speakers to discuss health sciences informational issues for classes, including required classes for the MLIS degree such as Reference Services and Collection Management. 

Ward and Pryor will review ideas and provide input on authentic problems of practice that students are likely to face when working in the health science arena. These health science focused assignments can be undertaken by any students in the classes, not just those who are chosen for the cohort. 

Twelve students will be selected from rural and underserved urban backgrounds to participate in an MLIS degree focused on public health. 

Pryor and other NNLM MidContinental Region coordinators will work together as an advisory board to the grant-funded project, engaging in such actions as helping to select strong potential candidates for admission to the grant-funded program and mentoring those candidates throughout their MLIS program through regular contact and discussion.  

An additional advisory board will be created of respected community leaders who may or may not be in the health professions, but who can speak to community needs, community strengths, and cultural values. This advisory board will help our students determine how to engage in culturally-sensitive interactions and create information products that are respectful of local values. 
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